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 FEBRUARY 2010 
 

A Note From the Executive  
Director of Elementary 

 
 
Happy New Year, 2010!  It is hard to believe that the first half of 
the school year is almost over.  Visiting schools and seeing where 
all of the action is – in the classrooms, is one of greatest aspects of 
my job.  There is nothing that can beat the experience of seeing 
children learning through  inquiry and with great motivation and 
enthusiasm.  This is a common experience any visitor will        
encounter upon visiting any of our Rockwood schools. Your      
children and our students are fortunate to have such talented and   
dedicated teachers from the wonderful field of education. 
 
This past semester, I had the honor of traveling to Washington, 
DC, with many Rockwood elementary administrators and teachers 
to attend the National Forum on Character Education.  This     
conference had representatives from across the country with many 
being honored for national, state or local promising practices.  I am 
very proud to report that the Rockwood R-VI School District     
received more recognition than any other school district in the 
United States.  Awards and recognitions` are always wonderful gifts 
to receive, but witnessing the children in our schools experiencing 
the benefits of our highly successful character education programs 
is what really emphasizes the meaning and purpose of genuine 
character education. “Doing the right thing when nobody,  
somebody or everybody is watching” is what good sound     
character education teaching is all about.  I hope you are seeing 
the carry over of some good character traits in your child/ren at 
home as well. 
 
Kudos to Kehrs Mill Elementary and its character leadership team 
for being recognized with the 2009 National Schools of Character 
Promising Practices Award for not only one, but two: 
 
Bus Drivers’ Breakfast –  A wonderful program that makes each 
and every driver feel appreciated which, in turn, carries over to the 
students. 
and 
4 A’s Club – African-American Academic Achievement         
After-School Club – This is a great way to assist students who 
want to increase their learning experiences after school. 
 
Congratulations to Kehrs Mill, once again, for receiving two of 
the sixteen Promising Practices Awards presented to the Rockwood 
R-VI School District.  Now schools all across the nation can model 
your successful practices if they so choose.  We are all very proud 
of you as well as your 2008 Missouri School of Character Award 
and the 2009 National Character Education Finalist status. 
 
 
Dr. Roger A. Stock 
 
 
 

 School Hours:       Office Hours:  
9:02 a.m.—3:52 p.m.        Monday—Friday  
         8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.  
 
A.M. Kindergarten       P.M. Kindergarten 
9:02 a.m.—12:02 p.m.      12:52 p.m.—3:52 p.m. 
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER 
 
Parenting can sometimes seem like such a thankless 
task and we often wonder if our children notice all we 
do. So this month I interviewed the students in Mrs. 
Duke’s second grade class and want to thank them 
for helping me let you know that they do notice all the 
ways you demonstrate that you love them.  Although 
they did reflect on things you buy them, they mainly 
noticed what you did with them.  These second   
graders appreciated how parents showed their love in 
the following ways: 
 
 Buy toys, food, clothing, school supplies, toys, 

and treats.  However, they don’t let us eat too 
much junk food. 

 Cook breakfast, lunch, and dinner and do the 
laundry. 

 Take us places, like to sports games. 
 Help us with homework and to get ready for 

school. 
 Help us learn how to ride a bike and swim. 
 Take care of us when we are sick or hurt. 
 Reads books and plays games with us. 
 Allow us to play in the snow. 
 Protect us from dangerous stuff, like crocodiles. 
 Let us have play dates and teaches us to make 

friends and be respectful to friends so we have 
friends when we grow up. 

 Keep us happy and teach us to be healthy the 
rest of our lives. 

 Teach us to be responsible by caring for pets. 
 Pay for us to go to school and learn so you won’t 

grow up and be a slug and play video games all 
day. 

 We have loveable parents and we know they love 
us! 

 Don’t always do what you want, but always do 
what you need. 

 One day they may die, but they’ll always be in 
your heart. 

 
Have a Happy Valentine’s Day, knowing that your 
children do notice and appreciate the many ways you 
demonstrate your love.  

A Reason to Read 
A monthly reading tip from your Kehrs Mill      

Reading Specialists 
Mrs. Sharon Arsenault 

arsenaultsharon@rockwood.k12.mo.us 
Mrs. Andrea Lyell 

Lyellandrea@rockwood.k12.mo.us 
                          

 
Building Vocabulary 

 
This month we talk to you about vocabulary; any reading 
research reinforces the fact that vocabulary builds          
comprehension.  Children should be exposed to up to 3,000 
new words a year for academic growth.  
 
How can you begin?  Simple;  each week hang your child’s 
vocabulary list in plain sight for all to see throughout the 
week- for some the refrigerator, for others, the dashboard in 
the car!!  Put the list   wherever it will be seen the most! 
Next, begin to  incorporate these words into daily             
conversation. Talk about the meaning of these words by   
using synonyms (words that are similar in meaning) and how 
to use the new vocabulary correctly in a sentence. Hence, 
your conversation J.  This is a fantastic way to begin to    
expand everyone’s vocabulary.   

The Six Flags Challenge 
 
Attention Parents!! 
 
Are you having trouble getting your child motivated to 
read?  Is your child reading so much you’d like to reward 
him/her for this fabulous habit?  If you answered yes to 
either question, the Six Flags Challenge is for you!!  
 
The Challenge: Read 6 hours (that’s 360 minutes)  
  by Friday, February 26, 2009 
The Reward: One FREE day pass to Six Flags 
The Rules:  Reading done for homework doesn’t apply;       
  recreational reading only! 
  All reading contract forms must be  
  signed by parent/guardian and re 
  turned to your child’s classroom  
  teacher NO LATER THAN FRIDAY,     
  FEBRUARY 26, 2010!!   
  NO EXCEPTIONS! 
The Breakdown:  Read 15 minutes a day 25 times over the 
  next 4 weeks!!   
 
Some students may have already begun, but if not, start 
today!   
 
Don’t have a form?  Email Sharon Arsenault, Reading   
Specialist at arsenaultsharon@rockwood.k12.mo.us 
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Rockwood Gifted  Program 
 

KINDERGARTEN  
SCREENING 

 
The Rockwood Gifted Program is accepting nominations of 

currently enrolled Rockwood kindergarten students for 
possible placement in the Rockwood Gifted Program for 

the 2010-2011 school year.  
Parents who want to nominate their child(ren) for the  

Program and/or who want additional information about 
the Program should call the Center for Creative Learning 

at 636-207-2579 ext. 223 or visit our website: 
www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/giftededucation 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
 

Kindergarten registration for the 2010-2011 school year 
will take place: 

 
February 3 -10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
February 4 - 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

 
Children MUST be 5 years old as of July 31 per       
Missouri’s guideline for entrance to Kindergarten.  
There are no “early entrant” exceptions.  
 
Parents will have the two options for their child’s first 
elementary school experience.  A fee-based, full-day 
kindergarten program or the half-day program will be 
offered.  
 
For more information about the fee-based  
kindergarten program, please visit the Rockwood Web 
site at:  www.rockwood.k12.mo.us.   
 

  

 “Give Kids A Smile” 
 
Free Bi-Annual dental 
Clinic is now taking        
appointments for their Feb. 
5 and 6 clinic.  This clinic 
provides free comprehensive dental treatment 
for children in kindergarten thru 8th grade.  The 
clinic is held on the campus of St. Louis       
University and more information may be        
obtained by calling (636) 397-6453 or visit 
www.GiveKidsASmile.org.  The clinic fills 
quickly, so make your registration early! 

ADVENTURE CLUB NEWS 
 
Adventure Club begins enrollment for the 2010-11 
School Year beginning on February 3, 2010 at 7:00 
am.  Apply Early!  Our services are in high demand 
and waiting lists start early. 

 
You may access the online enrollment form by       
visiting: www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/adventureclub.  
The application fee of $70 per child/$140 family max 
is due at the end of the enrollment process and may 
be paid with either Mastercard or Visa.  If you don’t 
have access to a computer please visit the Adventure 
Club office at 1900 Hawkins Road in Fenton.  For 
more information, call 636-861-7768.   

 ESOL Testing 
 

The English Language Learners (ELLs) in grades K-12 in 
the Rockwood School District will be tested with the LAS 
Links, an English Language Proficiency Test, February       
8 - February 25, 2010.  The LAS Links test was selected 
by the Missouri Department of Elementary and           
Secondary Education (DESE) to meet the requirement of 
No Child Left Behind to annually assess Missouri’s     
students who are eligible for ELL services. LAS Links 
measures the annual progress that Missouri ELLs are 
making in learning English language skills.  Reports on 
the students’ progress are provided to the district, state 
and federal government.   
 
Have you been wondering what makes a student eligible 
for ESOL? A Home Language Survey Form (Title VI 
NCLB) is completed when a student enrolls in a school. 
Students are identified as English Language Learners if 
1) the student’s native language is not English or 2) a 
language other than English is spoken in the student’s 
home or environment. These responses on the Home 
Language survey indicate that the student is eligible to 
be tested to see how fluent they are in English.  Based on 
the test results the district may provide the student with 
ELL services. 
 
For more information please feel free to contact Mrs. 
Janet Mascalco at 636-537-4359. 

WELCOME MS. FERNANDEZ!! 
 

Please give a Kehrs Mill welcome to Ms. 
Amy Fernandez, student teacher in Ms. 
Alexander’s class.  She will be their student 

teacher for the next several months.  Ms. Fernandez is a 
student at Webster University. 

http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/giftededucation�
http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/�
http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/adventureclub�
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KEHRS MILL  
BIRTHDAY TREATS 

 
Please check with your child’s teacher to 
see if birthday treats are appropriate.  
All treats must be commercially        
prepared (NO HOMEMADE TREATS).  
No cookie cakes/sheet cakes or soda.  
Birthday treats will be for classroom 
students and their teacher only and not 
taken to other teachers or students in 
the building, in order to avoid loss of 
instructional time. Parents will leave 
treats in the office.  Kehrs Mill will    
recognize your child’s birthday with a 
birthday pencil and his/her picture on 
the TV monitor in the rotunda.  Please 
refer to the KM Parent/Student     
Handbook page 32. 

  

KEHRS MILL  
TALENT SHOW 

 
Congratulations to everyone who participated 
in the 2010 Talent Show on Friday, January 

29 at St. John’s Church.  All 263 participants 
did a wonderful job and showed such great      
talents!  Thank you to the stagehands for  

all of their hard work.   
 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out to              
Ms. Alexander and Mrs. Pagel for all their  

time and hard work. 
 

 
The evening was a huge success!  

A HUNDRED FOR HAITI 
 
The Student Council wanted to help the 
people in Haiti, so they came up with the 
idea of A Hundred For Haiti in which the 
children & staff of Kehrs Mill were asked 
to bring in coins equaling 100 on the 
100th day of school.  The event took place 
on Tuesday, January 26.  The total     
collected was $801.00 which will be    
presented to a Red Cross representative 
on Tuesday, February 2. 
 

WAY TO GO KM!!! 

A NOTE FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 

We ask that you make transportation 
home arrangements/changes in the  
morning of each school day. 
 
We have TOO many parents coming into 
the office during bus dismissal and asking 
the office staff to call their child’s      
classroom for parent pickup. 
 
With a total enrollment of 638 students 
we want to ensure that every child arrives 
home safely everyday. 
 
PLEASE help us with our dismissal! 
 
Thank you, 

 
 
 
 

Margaret R. Lucero 
Principal 
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