
 
 
Dear Mustangs, 
 
First, I want to congratulate everyone on a successful first quarter.  Our teachers, students, 
and parents have done a great job of ensuring a quality educational experience for all stu-
dents.  As many of you know, we have begun a shift in thinking about student grades: grades 
should reflect what a student knows and is able to do.  This transition is making us better at 
educating our students. Looking at best practices revolving around grades accomplishes 
three things.  One, it gives us the most accurate data of whether or not a student has 
learned. Two, it provides a shift in affording students with as many chances as possible to 
learn.  And three, it is forcing us to answer the question of what do we do when students 
don’t “get it” and then work tirelessly to be sure they do. This is a positive step in ensuring 
high levels of learning throughout our building.  I also know that, with any change, we will 
face challenges.  We, as a staff and as a district, are working towards making this system 
fluid, keeping our high expectations while maintaining our main objective of helping all of our 
students reach their full potential. 
 
November brings many opportunities to get involved here at MHS.  Please check our website 
to find out how to get involved (http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/marquette). Our winter 
sports practices will begin with games starting at the end of the month. This month also 
brings our Mr. Mustang event which is being held on November 3rd. An evening that is sure 
to be full of entertainment as some of Marquette’s young men attempt to capture the judges’ 
votes. Grease, the theatre department’s Fall musical, opens on November 11. For a full list-
ing of events, check out my blog as I report all of the great things that are happening in our 
school and community (http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/marquette/offices/principal/
default.aspx) . 
 
As this month ends, we need to look forward to December and all of the wonderful things that 
it brings….finals!  It is never too early to start studying and it is never too late to improve 
grades.  Students need to take an active role in their learning and should take advantage of 
early morning and after school help sessions offered by some teachers.  Our teachers are 
here to help our students be the best that they can be in the classroom, on the stage, on the 
court or mat, or in the pool.  It is also the responsibility of our students to give it their all and 
finish the semester strong.  So, Marquette, get ready for another busy month and let’s make 
a positive impact. 
 
 
 
Have a wonderful month, 
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Dr. Greg Mathison 
Principal 
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First Semester Schedule Changes  
 

Anyone wanting to make a first semester schedule change 
may only do so for movement to a study hall.  In addition, 
all changes to study halls must be made within the follow-
ing time frames: 
 

September 15-November 10, 2011—The dropped class will 
appear on transcript as a withdraw pass or withdraw fail 
grade but will not affect the GPA.  

 

Any class dropped after November 10, 2011, will receive a 
grade of “F” for the class.  The dropped class will ap-
pear on the transcript and the grade will affect the GPA. 

 

Cheering Your Child Up When a Friend 
Lets Her Down 
�

It always hurts to see a child or teen sad as a result of a friendship 
that has gone awry. One way to help your teen through a difficult 
friend breakup is to explain that it’s common for young people to 
change friends often. Perhaps, this particular friend feels more 
comfortable with different kids than she did in the past. Maybe 
she wants to hang out with friends whom she thinks are more 
popular or cool, or something else like that. 
Here are a few things you can do to help your teen: 
1. Suggest to your child that she text her friend to see if she wants 
to get together in-person to talk about why she’s grown distant. 
She might need a bit of encouragement and support from you to 
do this. 
2. Help channel her energy into making some new friends. (Here 
are suggestions for helping your child find new activities that 
might interest her.) If she and her once-BFF are school chums and 
have some of the same friends, let her know that it’s best not to 
make their breakup obvious when they’re in public. Encourage 
her to act politely in mixed company and among mutual friends. 
3. Remind her that this friend breakup is probably more about her 
friend than it is about her and she deserves a better friendship than 
this one! Reiterate that friendships and allegiances change so of-
ten during the teen years that it’s likely her former friend may 
reach out to her at some point in the future. 
4. Let her know that she will feel better soon. It might be helpful 
to talk to a parent or family member about this since most adults 
have experienced friend breakups before. 
Dr. Irene Levine, PhD, is a clinical psychologist, an award-winning freelance 
journalist and the author of Best Friends Forever.  http://
decoder.drugfree.org/2011/09/14/cheering-your-child-up-when-a-friend-lets-her-
down/ 
 

Technical School  
 

The partnership between Rockwood and the South County 
Technical School continues.  Attending the South County 
Technical School is an option for any Marquette student.  
The technical school has an exploration program available 
for sophomores and career training in 36 different careers 
ranging from Fashion Design to Welding for juniors and 
seniors.  For more information contact the guidance office 
(636-891-6025).  Priority enrollment date is Dec. 1, 2011. 
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Second semester schedules will be available on Infinite 
Campus during early December.  All schedule changes 
must be made prior to the start of second semester.  
The forms used to request schedule changes must be 
picked up in the Guidance Office before 3:05 Decem-
ber 22rd. 
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Having good notes to review will help your child remember what 
she/he learns so he/she can do better on quizzes and tests.  To get 
the most out of note taking, suggest that she/he: 
¨ Keep notes for each class in separate binders or notebooks so 

they don’t get mixed up. 
¨ Date each day’s notes and number the pages. Your teen will 

be able to find a specific day or week easily and keep her 
notes in order. 

¨ Leave a couple of inches on the left side of the page and at 
the bottom.  Later, he can add questions, main ideas, and ob-
servations. 

¨ Pick out important points to write rather than trying to get 
down every word her teacher says.  Definitions, formulas, 
and facts are key.  So is anything the teacher repeats or writes 
on the board. 

¨ Fill in missing information as soon as possible.  Your high 
schooler might check his textbook, ask a friend or visit the 
teacher’s school website for items she missed. 

¨ Go over notes each night to reinforce what he learned. 
(Reprinted with permission from High School Years, Resources for Educators, 
2011) 
 

10 Resolutions That Show Your Kids 
You Care: 
1. Teach your children to trust you by seeing you as a role model. 
2. Be patient, not just tolerant. Apologize when you make a mis-

take or do something you regret.  
3. Ask teens what they need from you – and do whatever you can 

to meet those needs.  
4. Listen to your teens, a lot. Avoid interrupting. 
5. Teach your children about ethics, values and principles they 

can apply in choices and decision making.  
6. Help them discover the feeling of gratitude, not just to say 

thank you.  
7. Keep the promises you make. If you do not keep your word, 

acknowledge that. Help your teen understand the circumstances 
or choices that precipitated the change in your plans.  

8. Answer your teen’s questions and be consistent. When you 
notice behavioral changes in them, make yourself available and 
encourage them to talk about what is going on in their life.  

9. Be understanding when they have a difficult time and let them 
know you will love them no matter what.  

10. Be diligent. Have ongoing conversations with your kids about 
the risks of drugs and alcohol. 

(TimeToTalk.org: 2009 Partnership for a Drug-Free America) 
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The scholarship search is a process that should continue throughout a student’s senior year.  
You can search on the internet (fastweb.com or meritaid.com) or check out the College Center 
website for an up-to-date list of scholarships.  We encourage students to check with employers, 
civic organizations, parents employers, and other outside sources for scholarship                 
opportunities.  Remember each scholarship has different requirements, deadlines, and         
application procedures so make sure you are staying on top of the process.  You can also check 
out the Scholarship and Financial Aid Office at the colleges your son or daughter is interested 
in attending.   

 
________________College Center News  

www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/marquette/college 
 

Financial Aid 101 
(open to parents of all grade levels) 
Monday, December 5th 
MHS Theater 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 
This program will serve as an overview of the financial aid process.  We will 
discuss a variety of topics including the scholarships and state and federal assistance programs.  
No RSVP is necessary.   

 
Priority Deadlines for many colleges are fast approaching.  If a college has a priority 

deadline we always encourage students to apply by the priority deadline.  Applying by 
the priority deadline could maximize your odds of  admission, the chances you’ll re-

ceive a scholarship, and also plays a key role in the housing and registration process.  
If you have any questions about priority deadlines, don’t hesitate to speak with one of 
the college counselors.   

 
 
Please encourage your students to have ACT or SAT test scores sent di-
rectly to the schools they are interested in when they register for the test.  
THERE IS NO DOWNFALL!  If a   student doesn't test well, they can 
retake the test and schools will look at the higher test scores.  You can 
save money by sending scores this way.  If you need to send scores at a 
later date, there is a cost.  The majority of schools want test scores sent 
directly from the testing center.   
 
 
Please don’t forget, Mr. Sisk will be out of the office on personal leave beginning on or about 
December 9th.  If your college applications or scholarship deadlines fall from December 9th-
January 3rd, please complete everything by December 5th and notify Mr. Sisk. 



What’s Happening in the Library: 
 
Teen Read Week was October 16 through October 22.  
We celebrated with a bulletin board display.  We are 
looking forward to Matt de la Pena’s visit  to MHS on 
December 14.  Mr. de la Pena is the author of the Gate-
way Book Nominee We Were Here.  In preparation for 
his visit many of our students and staff are reading his 
book.  Mr. de la Pena has also written Ball Don’t Lie 
(coming out as a movie), Mexican White Boy, I Will 
Save You and A Nation’s Hope:  the Story of Boxing 
Legend Joe Louis.   
 
Gateway Book of the Month: 
 
The Gateway Book of the Month is The Morgue and Me 
by John C. Ford. Eighteen-year-old Christopher, who 
plans to be a spy, learns of a murder cover-up through 
his summer job as a morgue assistant . Despite great 
danger, he teams up with Tina, a gorgeous newspaper 
reporter, to investigate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh, What a Sight! 
 
http://www.ipl.org/div/aplus/ 
 
ipl2 is a public service organization and a learning/
teaching environment. To date, thousands of students 
and volunteer library and information science profes-
sionals have been involved in answering reference ques-
tions for Ask an ipl2 Librarian service and in designing, 
building, creating and maintaining the ipl2's collections. 
It is through the efforts of these students and volunteers 
that the ipl2 continues to thrive to this day. 
 
 

In January 2010, the website "ipl2: information you can 
trust" was launched, merging the collections of re-
sources from the Internet Public Library (IPL) and the 
Librarians' Internet Index (LII) websites. The site is 
hosted by Drexel University's College of Information 
Science & Technology, and a consortium of colleges 
and universities with programs in information science 
are involved in developing and maintaining the ipl2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MHS Book Club:    
 
Student Book Club will be meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 7, at 3:15 p.m. in the library.  We are reading 
Matt de la Pena’s We Were Here.  If you would like to 
join book club, please contact Mrs. Mitchell in the li-
brary. 
 
Reading: 
 
“Wherever they burn books they will also, in the end, 
burn human beings. “    Heinrich Heine  
 
Did You Know… 
 
Did you know that your best library resource is your li-
brarian?   
 
 
 
If you have questions or comments about the MHS 
Library Program, please contact: 
 
Lee Mitchell, Librarian 
mitchelllee@rockwood.k12.mo.us 
(636) 891-6040 
 
 
 
 
 

Library News and Notes . .    

November in the Library… 



C ongratulations to the Varsity 
Cheerleaders who finished 3rd Place 
at the MCCA State Cheerleading 
competition.  
 
 
 

Allie Fosheim 
Amelia Erker 
Andrea Randall 
Ashley Schebaum 
Catherine Bower 
Christie Navarre  
Danielle Djikanovic 
Hannah Fox 
Jamie Warren 
Jordan Ehlert 
Karisa Thelen 
Kayla Lee 
Kalyn Cook--Captain 
Kennedy Cook 
Kennedy Tarr 
Laura Sconyers 
Mackenzie Anderson 
Mackenzie Puricelli 
Mary Riggio 
Megan Hewitt 
Natalie Komnick 
Paige White 
Rebekah Rutledge 
Riley Shaver--captain 
Torie Beckmann 
 
 
�

 
 
 

Find out on Thursday, November 3rd, 2011 at 6:30. 
 

Tickets will be on sale November 1st through 3rd dur-
ing all lunch shifts.  They are $5 each.  Tickets will 

not be sold at the door. 
�
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Entry forms available in this newsletter or in any 
grade level office. Race Day registration also avail-
able. 
�
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Senior Women will be collecting new and gently used 
Stuffed Animals November 7th to 10th.   These animals will 
be donated to the SAFE organization Stuffed Animals for 
Emergencies.  This organization founded in 2002 hopes 
to give children a little joy during troubling times. SAFE 
chapter members collect new and gently used stuffed ani-
mals, toys, books and blankets to be redistributed to 
emergency organizations, children’s services, hospitals, 
homeless shelters and many other places that help chil-
dren during times of crisis. These emergency organiza-
tions use the stuffed animals to ease the children’s nerves 
and calm their fears. Your donations let the children know 
you care and help them feel a little more SAFE when they 
need it most.   
 
If you would like to donate or have any questions please 
contact Cheryl Klingensmith, Senior Women Spon-
sor.  Donations can be dropped off at the front office or 
sent with students to be collected before school in the 
Commons. 
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Many thanks to all who were able to make it to our parent meeting on October 18. We dis-
cussed the various opportunities that will be avail able for parent volunteers throughout 
our students’ next year and a half. The various eve nts are geared to raising funds for Sen-
ior Farewell 2013.  
 
For those not able to make it, please see our class  blog on the Marquette website – or via 
the Rockwood iPhone app – for a summary. Let us kno w where you would like to help! 
 
Our current project is Poinsettia Sales . See the flyer in this newsletter for more informa -
tion and contact information of Diane Brockmeier wh o is chairing this effort. Share the 
flyer with everyone you know. The sale is open to a ll – you do not have to be a 2013 par-
ent to purchase poinsettias through our class, but we need your help in reaching out to 
family, friends and even other Marquette families.  
 
The more we sell, the more we have to make Senior F arewell 2013 spectacular! 
 
Your Class of 2013 Co-Chairs, 
 
Lynn Raney 
Kim Rodriquez 
Lisa Sidney 

� �����������	�	
��
�
����
���	��	��

�������	
���
����������

��
�����
����������	�������

����������	�
���
�	������� � 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
�
�

 
November, 11, 12, 18, 19, at 7 pm 

November 13 at 2 pm 
Tickets now available - during all lunch shifts and  in the  

Welcome Center until 4 pm. 
$6 in advance or $10 at the door 

  
Come join us for a Sing-A-Long to this American cla ssic! 
Prizes for Hula Hoop Contest during intermission, A ND, 
come dressed as your favorite character from GREASE . 
  



ACT Test Preparation Course 
 

What is it?   This is a course designed to help students reduce test anxiety and give students a 
better understanding of the materials on the ACT test.  This class allows students to review concepts from 
each content area.  Test-taking strategies will be introduced to help students maximize their test scores.  
Students will also be given a practice ACT. 

Cost:   The course is $75.00, which includes 30 hours of classroom instruction taught by Marquette 
High School content area teachers, a pre-test, a diagnostic assessment and a textbook. 

When:   Each course will begin approximately six weeks prior to the ACT test.  There is a class size 
limit of 30 students each session.  

Session A will be held before school Monday through Friday from 7:08 - 8:10 a.m.  Session B will be 
held two-three afternoons each week from 3:15 - 5:15 p.m. 

Where to Sign Up: Registration forms are available in the Guidance Office or contact Mrs. 
Haar in room 227.  Please enroll one week prior to the first day of class so class materials may be ordered. 

 
ACT TEST DATES                        STARTING DATES OF COURSE 

 
February 11, 2012   January 3, 2012 
April 14, 2012    February 13, 2012, only Session B 
April 25, 2012 (ALL JUNIORS)   March 5, 2012 
June 9, 2012    April 30, 2012 – only Session A 
     “Free” – no pre-test, assessment or textbook  
         
PLEASE NOTE:   STUDENTS NEED TO REGISTER SEPARATELY FOR THE ACT TEST WITH 

THE EXCEPTION OF THE APRIL 25, 2012 DISTRICT WIDE A CT TEST IF YOU ARE A JUNIOR STU-
DENT.  ALL JUNIORS WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY REGISTERED  FOR THE TEST.  STUDENTS MAY 
PICK UP A REGISTRATION PACKET IN THE COLLEGE CENTER  OR REGISTER ONLINE AT 
www.act.org . 

 
 
 
 
 

C ongratulations to the Varsity Boys Cross Country 
team on winning the Suburban West Conference 

Championship (2nd year in a row )!  Noah Kauppila was 
conference champion, while Dan Lasker, Adam Roderi-
que, and Grant Dolan earned All-Conference honors, 
with Jeff Orf, Logan Jardine, and Ryan Lehr all support-
ing. 
 
 
Congratulations to the following runners for medaling at 
the Conference Cross Country meet.  
 
JV Boys – Adam Madsen, Brian Reamer, Kyran Guild  
 
Freshman/Sophomore Girls – Caroline Lesch, 
Madeline Albert, Abby Anderson  
 
Freshman Boys – Peterson Hitch  
 
The Boys Cross Country team finished 1st out of 11 

teams and are District Champions for the 2nd straight 
year.  Noah Kauppila won the race, with Adam Roderi-
que, Dan Lasker, Grant Dolan, and Jeff Orf earning All-
District honors, with Logan Jardine and Adam Madsen 
supporting. 
 
The Girls Cross Country Team finished 6th out of 11 
teams, and Megan Casserly and Shelby Hummel both 
qualified as individuals for the Sectional Meet. 
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The Rockwood School District will provide sign 
language interpreters for the hearing impaired 
(students, their families and patrons).  If this service is 
needed for the Marquette High School graduation cere-
mony please contact Mr. Schultz, 636-891-6019.  
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Learning Express  
 
This is an online program with practice tests and tutorials 
to help students succeed on the Academic (ACT, SAT, 
PSAT, AP, etc ) tests.  This program provides immediate 
scoring, complete answer explanations, and an analysis 
of test results. 
First time registration must be completed on a Marquette 
computer and then you may access the Learning Ex-
press site from any computer away from school. 
Go to www.learningexpresslibrary.com to register. 
To set up an account, go to: 
 

· New User, use your 10-digit student number as 
your username  

· Create a password 
 

Method Test Prep  
 
This is a ten week online course that helps students 
build their math, reading, writing, and ACT/SAT test prep 
skills.  
Students can listen to math, verbal and writing tutorials.  
Each tutorial is accompanied by a quiz to test student 
mastery.  The program keeps track of a student’s 
strengths and weaknesses.  Students have access to a 

large pool of practice questions and receive instant feed-
back upon completion of each question. 
See Marquette’s librarian for referral code. 
To set up an account, access the website below: 
 

· http://www.methodtestprep.com/
MarquetteHighSchool/signup 

· Complete Student Information and Access Infor-
mation 

· For New User, use your 10-digit student number 
as your username  

· Create a password 
· Enter the security code you see 
· Use referral code provided to you by Marquette’s 

librarian 
 

ACT Information  
 
According to ACT, research shows that of the students 
who took the ACT more than once: 

57 percent increased their composite score on the 
retest 

21 percent had no change in their composite score 
on the retest 

22 percent decreased their composite score on the 
retest 

If a student takes the test more than once, he or she de-
termines what set of scores are sent to colleges or 
scholarship programs.  

 

Monday, December 19 
(Modified A Day) 

Tuesday, December 20 Wednesday, December 21 Thursday, December 22 
  

        

No Zero Hour 0 hour 7:08-8:10 final exam review ½ 0 hour final exam 7:08-8:10 ½ 0 hour final exam 7:08-8:10 

5th hour final exam 8:16-
10:16 

1st hour final exam 8:16-10:16 3rd hour final exam 8:16-10:16 6th hour final exam 8:16-10:16 

1st hour 10:22-10:57 2nd hour final exam 10:26-12:26 4th hour final exam 10:26-12:26 7th hour final exam 10:26-12:26 

4th hour 11:03-12:21 (Lunch)   
  
School dismissed at 12:26 

  
  
School dismissed at 12:26 

  
  
School dismissed at 12:26 

2nd hour 12:27-1:02 

3rd hour 1:08-1:43 

6th hour 1:49-2:24 

7th hour 2:30-3:05 

School dismissed at 3:05 



 
The holidays will be here before we know it! 

The Marquette Class of 2013 is selling beautiful, florist quality poinsettias.   
You can order 3 different pot sizes and in 3 different colors! 

Order early for your home, office, or as great gifts for family and friends. 
Please place your orders by Wednesday, November 30th, 2011 

Plants must be picked up on Tuesday evening, December 6th, 2011 
From 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the Commons.  Please enter Welcome Center side. 

 
Please make checks payable to Senior Farewell 2013 

and enclose the order form below. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -cut here- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name:____________________________________ Phone:__________________ 
 
Student’s Name:____________________________________ Grade:___________ 
 
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
   # of Red # of Pink # of White   Total #      Price Total $ 
 
4-inch pot            $7/ea       $ 
 
6-inch pot            $13/ea     $ 
 
8-inch pot            $23/ea     $ 
 
10-inch pot              $30/ea     $ 
   
Total                   $ 

Turn in orders at the Marquette Welcome Center 
 

Or 
 

Diane Brockmeier 
16566 Baxter Forest Ridge Drive 

Chesterfield, MO  63005 
(314) 422-2604 

dbrockmeier@mts-stl.org 
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Insurance Statement :  “Yes, my child is adequately covered by an accident policy for 
athletic injuries.” 
 
Parent Signature:  ________________________________________ 
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SENIOR FAREWELL 2012 

The Senior Farewell DVD needs your pictures!  Please e-mail any digital 
pictures you would like to be considered for use in the Marquette 2012 
Senior Farewell DVD to: MarquetteSeniorPictures2012@gmail.com  
If possible, please include the names of the students appearing in the pic-
tures and the name of the event.  Mr. Kane’s Video Production II class 
will be producing the DVD that will be shown at the Senior Farewell 
Party following graduation.  Pictures can be submitted throughout the 
year, so keep them coming. 

Digital photos are preferred, but if you have any great photos that aren’t in digital form that you would 
like to submit, we can scan them for you. Mail photos to:  
 

Michele Kaleel 
               1117 Westrun Drive 
               Ballwin, MO 63021  

If you send a self-addressed, stamped envelope along with your photo, it will be mailed back to you. 

To purchase Senior Farewell Tickets go to the school store or please send your check for $50, payable to 
SENIOR FAREWELL 2012 to: 
 

Karen Smith 
918 Castle Pines Dr. 
Ballwin, MO 63021 
Karenandchris90@charter.net 
 
 
 

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s E-mail address:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Cell Phone:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed:  _________________  Date:  ______________________________ 
 

 










